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P R E S S    R E L E A S E

On June 16 – 18, 2011
Dance Gate Lefkosia - Cyprus, hosted at the University of Nicosia, 

presents a Modul-Dance, International, Interdisciplinary Conference on
                           DANCE/BODY AT THE CROSSROADS OF CULTURES

                                                           IDENTITY – DIVISION - TRANSFORMATION
  Featuring lectures, workshops and performances from artistic and theoretical perspectives                                                       Speakers include internationally acclaimed Rustom Bharucha and Guy Cools 
Hosted at the University of Nicosia & Kastelliotissa Hall, Nicosia, Cyprus 
 Tel 7000 7046, www.cyprusdance.org
Dance/Body at the Crossroads of Cultures is a celebration of multicultural meetings from different parts of the world which share dance and body as their common loci. Everyday life, artistic creation and academic research come together in an interdisciplinary dialogue. Internationally acclaimed theorists and practitioners exchange their latest questions on dance and the thinking body. Contemporary dance is discussed as a powerful way of understanding the state of the world today as well as our role in it. The theme, location, timing, collaborating institutions and the discursive modes of the conference demonstrate Cyprus’ valuable contribution and potential of being a credible partner of international networks.
The conference will be located in Nicosia, a site of contrasts and a hub of constant transformation and exchanges, in close proximity to the Middle East often a zone of crisis and conflict but also of reconciliation and fertile exchange of cultures. Through presentations of academic papers, performances and informal exchanges during walks and meals, the conference brings to the fore key issues of identity, division and transformation and connects philosophical and theoretical discourse with the language of practice through inter-arts approaches. It also seeks to provide an opportunity to bridge the gap between creative people who have remained apart for several decades, and for international and local artists to suggest ways of creating shared experiences in performance.
Plenary lectures will be addressed by Rustom Bharucha and Guy Cools. Rustom Bharucha proposes “Reconfiguring the Politics of Interculturality in Body/Dance” and Guy Cools suggests that "We are all carriers: on the notions of Identity, Territory, Nomadism and Home in Contemporary Dance”, respectively.  Due to a rising interest by international participants, the updated detailed list of the discussions, presentations and performances by local and international participants will soon be available on the DanceGate Nicosia, Cyprus website: www.cyprusdance.org. 
The conference welcomes everyone with an interest in the body and dance to join the performances, the discussions and the informal meetings. For information on registration, tickets, and reservations please follow the link www.cyprusdance.org/index.php?lang=en&pageid=79. Please note that there is reserved seating only for the performance of “Collateral Damage” on 16th June 2011. 
The organisers would like to thank participating artists and theorists, the national and international partners of this collaboration and the sponsors who have embraced this project, for their invaluable contributions.

Sponsors: Cyprus Ministry of Education and Culture, The Cyprus Tourism Organization, European Commission Representation in Cyprus, The Pharos Arts Foundation, Rainbow Art Shop.
DANCE/BODY at the crossroads of culture is organized by DanceGate Lefkosia, Cyprus, (www.cyprusdance.org) and forms part of the Modul-Dance Project (www.modul-dance.eu) , supported by the Culture Programme of the European Union. The conference’s organization is supported by the University of Nicosia, Cyprus (www.unic.ac.cy)   and consultancy is supported by the Centre for Intercultural Performance Practice, University of Exeter, UK(http://humanities.exeter.ac.uk/drama/research/centres/intercultural). The conference will be documented by the Arts Documentation Unit, UK and all selected papers will be published in Arts Archives (www.arts-archives.org). The working language of the conference will be English.
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